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ABSTRACT

In this interview, Carl Djerassi begins with his early years
in Vienna and Bulgaria, including his schooling at the American
College in Sofia. This is followed by his immigration to the
United States, with special emphasis on his college experiences
at Newark Junior College, Tarkio College, and Kenyon College.
The central portion of the interview considers Djerassi as a
student at the University of Wisconsin, followed by research work
at Ciba, a faculty position at Wayne State University, and
steroid research at Syntex in Mexico City. The interview
continues with a move to Stanford University, and expands on
Djerassi's dual positions in business and academe, concluding
with personal views on writing scientific and non-scientific
literature, interest in the arts, and a number of ways in which
chemistry has changed during his career.

INTERVIEWERS

Jeffrey L. Sturchio holds an A.B. in history from Princeton
and a Ph.D. in the history and sociology of science from the
University of Pennsylvania. He is Acting Director of the Center
for History of Chemistry and Adjunct Assistant Professor of
History and Sociology of Science at the University of
Pennsylvania.

Arnold Thackray majored in the physical sciences before
turning to the history of science, receiving a Ph.D. from
Cambridge University in 1966. He has held appointments at
Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard, the Institute for Advanced Study, the
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, and the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He is Director of the Center for
History of Chemistry and Dean for Graduate Studies and Research
at the University of Maryland at College Park. In addition, he
is the 1983 recipient of the Dexter Award for outstanding
contributions to the history of chemistry.
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